
Abraham’s Journey of Faith 
 
A Christian journey of faith produces an obedient life.  Gen 26:5 
 
The Life of Abraham: Growth in Faith. 
 
1. Born to Terah in the land of Ur.  1950 B.C.  Gen 11:26 
Born into an idolatrous family with a knowledge of the one true God.  Can relate 
to people who were not raised in loving and mature Christian homes. 
 
Test:  Believe and worship the Maker of things. 
Temptation:  Worship the things. 
Status:  Passed. 
 
Principle:  True spiritual life begins with faith in the Lord to receive His 
righteousness.  Cf Gen 15:6 
 
2. Left Ur for Haran.  Gen 11:31 cf 15:7 (heard the call in Ur) 
Heard the directive and began to obey by leaving the land of his relatives.   
 
Test:  Seek to live God’s stated will. 
Temptation:  Stay in a familiar comfort zone. 
Status:  Passed. 
 
Principle:  Obedience to God’s stated will is the conduit to all He has 
reserved for you. 1 Peter 1:3-6 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 
great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to obtain an inheritance which is 
imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 
who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time.  
 
3. Left for Haran with Terah and Lot.  Gen 11:31 
Told to leave relatives behind and go to a place God would show him. 
 
Test:  Total compliance with God’s directive will. 
Temptation: Obey God on one’s own terms.   
(Took Dad and nephew with him.) 
Status:  Failed. 
 
Principle:  Partial compliance is not God’s will.  Deut 6:5 
 
4. Left Haran after death of Terah.  1875 B.C.  Gen 11:32 cf 12:4-6 
(Abraham’s wealth was beginning to accumulate here.  Comfortable now with 
servants to assist he and Sarah.) 
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Test: Continue the journey that stalled. 
Temptation:  Give up and enjoy the fruit of your labors. 
Status:  Passed leaving test. Failed relatives test. 
 
Principle:  Failures along the way do not mean complete failure. 
 
5. Built an Altar.  Gen 12:7-9 
(Had journeyed in Canaan and was moving along well.) 
 
Test:  Continue to worship the Lord for His faithfulness. 
Temptation:  Focus on personal failures. 
Status:  passed. 
 
Principle:  God loves to hear from His children. 
 
6. Spent some time in Egypt.  Gen 12:10-20 
(A famine hit the land which endangered his wealth and lifestyle. He became 
afraid and told Sarai to tell Pharaoh that she was his sister so that he wouldn’t be 
killed.  Sarai taken into a harem.) 
 
Test 1: Trust the Lord for sustenance. 
Temptation 1:  Wander without divine guidance. 
Status:  failed. 
 
Principle:  The Lord does not forget His promises.  Heb 6:16-20 
For men swear by one greater than themselves, and with them an oath given as 
confirmation is an end of every dispute. 17 In the same way God, desiring even 
more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, 
interposed with an oath, 18 in order that by two unchangeable things, in which it 
is impossible for God to lie, we may have strong encouragement, we who have 
fled for refuge in laying hold of the hope set before us. 19 This hope we have as 
an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters 
within the veil, 20 where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us, having 
become a high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.  
 
Test 2:  Trust the Lord for your physical life. 
Temptation 2:  Fear for one’s physical life. 
Status:  failed. 
 
Principle:  The fear of death is the enemy’s most powerful weapon.  
Heb 2:14-16 
Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also 
partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had 
the power of death, that is, the devil; 15 and might deliver those who through fear 
of death were subject to slavery all their lives.  
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7. Separated from Lot.  Gen 13:1-18 
 
Test:  Correct mistakes if possible. 
Temptation:  Continue the status quo. 
Status:  passed. 
 
Principle: Present grace to others while correcting personal mistakes. 
 
8. Military victory.  Gen 14:1-24 
(S & G failed to pay taxes.  Dissolved a political marriage that offered protection 
to the Sumerians from the Gutian hordes.  The kings came to get their back 
taxes.  First recorded IRS confiscation. Killed the kings and took the inhabitants 
as slaves, including Lot.) 
 
Test:  Deliver one’s family from destruction. 
Temptation:  Let them die in their sins. 
Status:  passed. 
 
Principle:  Love casts out fear.  1 John 4:17-19 
By this, love is perfected with us, that we may have confidence in the day of 
judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in 
love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the 
one who fears is not perfected in love. 19 We love, because He first loved us. 
 
Test:  Give the enemy a victory because of personal inaction. 
Temptation:  Look to the lure of more wealth (greed). 
Status:  passed. 
 
Principle:  Don’t give the enemy an opportunity to claim that he has 
blessed you. 
 
9. Personal Petition.  Gen 15:1-21 
(Abraham was not afraid of the army but was afraid God wasn’t going to keep His 
word.  Where were these innumerable descendents?  What is going on God?) 
 
Test:  Present worries to God. 
Temptation:  Lose faith and grow bitter. 
Status:  passed. 
 
Principle:  Cast all your cares on the Lord.  1 Pet 5:7 
 
10. Ishmael born.  1864 B.C.  Gen 16:1-16 
(After receiving a word from the Lord, Sarai comes up with an idea to give her 
Egyptian handmaid to her husband. Hagar then gets arrogant and Sarai runs her 
off.  Hagar has an encounter with the living God who gives her instructions. 
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Ishmael will be a “wild donkey of a man” and they will settle in defiance of the 
seed of Isaac.) 
 
Test:  Wait on the Lord to keep His promises. 
Temptation:  Try to help the Lord with human solutions. 
Status:  failed. 
 
Principle:  Human solutions to spiritual issues bring unnecessary 
suffering. 
 
11. Circumcision.  Gen 17:1-27 
(God has an unusual request for his servant Abraham.  Remove the foreskin of 
the penis.  It would be a sign of God’s promise to Abraham and of the importance 
of passing on a spiritual heritage to one’s sons.  It is a picture of removing that 
which is unnecessary from one’s life.) 
 
Test:  Inflict personal harm at the Lord’s request. 
Temptation:  Personal comfort more important than obedience. 
Status:  passed 
 
Principle:  Personal injury sustained while obeying God brings great 
reward. 
 
Principle:  Removal of useless things opens the door to great reward. 
 
12. Sodom and Gomorrah.  1851 B.C.  Gen 18-19 
(A negotiation to deliver the city.  If there be 50 righteous, will you spare…? 
Trying to see if there were brothers that were a remnant of righteousness.) 
 
Test: Love for the righteous. 
Temptation:  Let them all die. 
Status:  passed. 
 
Principle:  A friend of God shares His heart concerning the lost.  Jas 2:23 
 
13. Abimelech the Philistine.  1851 B.C.  Gen 20:1-18 
(In the 3 months before Sarah got pregnant, Abraham fell prey to the same trap 
that he had in Egypt. Became afraid for his own life.) 
 
Test:  Trust God. 
Temptation:  Trust self. 
Status:  failed. 
 
Principle:  Fear of death can win a battle at any point in life.  1 Pet 3:13-17 
And who is there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good? 14 But even 
if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. And do not 
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fear their intimidation, and do not be troubled, 15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in 
your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to 
give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; 16 
and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, 
those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is 
better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right rather than 
for doing what is wrong. 
 
14. Isaac born.  1850 B.C.  Gen 21:1-7 
 
Test:  Thank God. 
Temptation: Think it was personal strength. 
Status:  passed. 
 
Principle:  God likes to work in miraculous ways.  Exo 14:13-14 
But Moses said to the people, "Do not fear! Stand by and see the salvation of the 
Lord which He will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you have 
seen today, you will never see them again forever. 14 The Lord will fight for you 
while you keep silent."  
 
15. Isaac weaned.  1845 B.C.  Gen 21:8-21 
(Ishmael was taunting the young child.  Had not regard for anything or anyone.) 
 
Test:  See the reality through the emotion. 
Temptation:  base decisions on emotions rather than truth. 
Status:  faltered then passed. 
 
Principle:  Some things are difficult to obey.  Luke 22:42-43 
"Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be 
done."  
 
16. Isaac offered.  c. 1832 B.C.  Gen 22:1-24 
 
Test:  Priority:  Giver or the Gift? 
Temptation:  Desire the gift more than the Giver. 
Status:  passed. 
 
Principle:  God knows what He is doing.  Rom 8:28-29 
 
17. Death of Sarah.  1813 B.C.  Gen 23:1-20 
 
Test:  Receiving gifts from unbelievers. 
Temptation:  Saving money at the expense of honor. 
Status:  passed. 
 
Principle: Mourn but don’t become the living dead.  1 Thes 4:13-15 
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But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, 
that you may not grieve, as do the rest who have no hope. 14 For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have 
fallen asleep in Jesus.  
 
18. A Bride for Isaac.  1810 B.C.  Gen 24:1-67 
 
Test:  Trusting God and taking action. 
Temptation:  Without prayer, thinking inaction is trusting God. 
Status:  passed 
 
Principle:  Pray for direction concerning filling the needs of others.  Acts 6 
 
19. Married Keturah.  Gen 25:1-6 
 
Test:  Realize God is not done blessing you. 
Temptation:  Think God has finished blessing you. 
Status:  passed 
 
Principle:  God blesses beyond anything we can think or imagine.  Eph 
3:20-21 
Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask or 
think, according to the power that works within us, 21 to Him be the glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.  
 
20. Birth of Jacob and Esau.  1790 B.C.  Gen 25:19-26 
(Isaac married Rebekah at age 40.  No children for 20 years. This was a test for 
Abraham. Abraham evidently not sexually dead yet.  Was Isaac? Rebekah?  
What was going on?) 
 
Test:  God will keep His word. 
Temptation:  Try to devise some way to help.  (Hagar 2?) 
Status:  passed 
 
Principle:  God continues to test our faith as long as we draw breath. 
 
21. Death.  1775 B.C.  Gen 25:7-11 
 
Test: Gathered to his people? 
Temptation:  Death is non-existence. 
Status:  passed. 
 
Principle:  Dare to be filled with all the fullness of God.  Eph 3:14-19 
For this reason, I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in 
heaven and on earth derives its name, 16 that He would grant you, according to 
the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the 
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inner man; 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, 
being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the 
saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the 
love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the 
fulness of God.  
 
22. Abraham’s Journey of Faith:  Heb 11:8-20 
By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he 
was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was 
going. 9 By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, 
dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; 10 for 
he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is 
God. 11 By faith even Sarah herself received ability to conceive, even beyond 
the proper time of life, since she considered Him faithful who had promised; 12 
therefore, also, there was born of one man, and him as good as dead at that, as 
many descendants as the stars of heaven in number, and innumerable as the 
sand which is by the seashore. 13 All these died in faith, without receiving the 
promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and 
having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For those 
who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a country of their own. 
15 And indeed if they had been thinking of that country from which they went out, 
they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better 
country, that is a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their 
God; for He has prepared a city for them. 17 By faith Abraham, when he was 
tested, offered up Isaac; and he who had received the promises was offering up 
his only begotten son; 18 it was he to whom it was said, "In Isaac your 
descendants shall be called." 19 He considered that God is able to raise men 
even from the dead; from which he also received him back as a type.  
 
Respected God.  
Attuned to God.  
Committed to obey God.  
Expected God to keep His promise.   
Reaped the blessings. 
 
A Christian journey of faith produces an obedient life.  Gen 26:5 
 


